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Water  Stabilization  Committee 

^  Government  and  Ducks  Unlimited  Enginaers  Work  Together  Keeping  Alberta  Lakes  and  Streams  at  Healthy  Levels  .. 


The  conservation  of  water  in  Alberta's  lakes  and  streams  is  the  object 
of  the  Water  Stabilization  Committee,  a  group  made  up  of  technical  men  from 
the  provincial  government  and  from  Ducks  Unlimited,  the  international  duck 
conservation  agency. 

The  committee  was  formed  on  March  12,  1947  to  plan  and  direct 
water  development  projects  which  would  maintain  the  water  levels  of 
Alberta  lakes  and  streams  at  heights  sufficient  to  maintain  a  healthy 
and  stable  life  for  fish  and  wild  fowl.  To  preserve  pleasant  recrea- 
tional areas  for  the  people  of  Alberta  is  another  object  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

Since  1947,  24  dams  have  been  built  by  the  committee.  Most  of  these 
•dams  are  relatively  small  and  are  located  in  the  outlets  of  various  lakes 
throughout  central  and  northern  Alberta.  Average  unit  cost  of  these  projects 
is  approximately  $4,000.  Some  of  the  dams  are  simple  overflow  structures 
of  timber  and  rock  while  others  are  controllable  dams  of  reinforced  concrete. 
In  some  instances,  streams  have  been  diverted  to  flow  into  the  lakes  to  re- 
plenish the  lakes'  water  supplies. 

Costs  Distributed 

When  propagation  of  wild  fowl  is  the  main  purpose  of  a  project,  Ducks 
Unlimited  pays  two-thirds  of  the  cost  and  the  Province  one-third.  When  the 
major  benefits  accrue  to  the  people  of  Alberta  as  a  whole  then  the  distribution 
of  cost  is  reversed. 

The  largest  project  yet  undertaken  is  the  Heart  River  Diversion  Project 
near  High  Prairie  and  McLennan  in  the  Peace  River  district.  Here  the  waters 
of  the  Heart  River  are  being  diverted  into  Winagami  Lake  to  restore  not  only 
Winagami  alone  but  also  several  smaller  lakes  along  the  river.  Total  cost  of 
this  project  will  be  $150,000  of  which  the  Province  will  contribute  $140,000 
and  Ducks  Unlimited  $10,000. 

The  Heart  River  project  is  a  multi-purpose  project  involving  the  improve- 
ment of  fish  and  wildfowl  habitat,  flood  control  and  the  supply  of  water  to 
the  towns  of  McLennan,  Donnelly,  Falher  and  Girouxville. 


Some  Projects  Built  By  Ducks  Unlimited 

Some  of  the  projects  have  been  built  entirely  by  Ducks  Unlimited  who 
maintain  a  staff  of  experts  employed  on  a  full  time  basis  building  water 
conservation  projects  and  seeking  new  projects.  They  have  branch  offices 
at  Hanna,  Brooks  and  Strathmore.  All  of  their  projects  are  designed  for 
permanency.  Many  of  the  schemes  use  waste  water  from  the  irrigation  canals 
especially  during  the  period  when  mountain  streams  are  at  flood  stage. 
These  projects  are  not  only  beneficial  to  waterfowl  but  in  addition  are  ap- 
preciated by  farmers  and  ranchers  for  domestic  and  stockwater  supplies. 

The  Water  Stabilization  Committee  has  devoted  most  of  its  energies  to 
conserving  the  lakes  of  central  and  northern  Alberta.  The  conservation  of 
water  in  southern  Alberta  is  being  taken  care  of  by  the  Prairie  Farm  Rehabili- 
tation Act  engineers  and  Ducks  Unlimited.  In  the  south  part  of  the  Pro- 
vince the  irrigation  canals  maintain  permanent  lakes  suclLas  Lake  Newell, 
McGregor,  Keho,  Chestermere,  Eagle,  Stobart,  Chin  and  Stirling.  The  St. 
Mary  and  Milk  Rivers  Development,  which  now  is  being  built  will  create 
many  more  permanent  water  bodies. 

Streams'  Flow  Maintained  If  Possible 

Part  of  the  Water  Stabilization  Committee's  plans  has  been  to  maintain 
perennial  flow  in  streams  wherever  this  is  possible.  To  this  end  nearly 
all  of  the  dams  have  pipes  inserted  in  them  and  these  are  left  open  to  feed 
a  small  but  steady  flow  to  the  streams  below  the  dams.  An  example  of  this 
is  the  Bear  River  case  at  Grande  Prairie.  The  Bear  River  was  once  a  wild 
and  inconstant  stream,  but  now  it  is  controlled  by  dams  which  have  been 
built  at  the  outlets  of  La  Glace  and  Bear  Lakes  located  on  the  upper  basin  of 
the  Bear  River.  In  1950,  the  flow  of  the  river  was  uniform  and  adult  perch 
were  planted  in  Bear  Lake  in  the  hope  that  they  would  increase. 

The  Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  realizes  the  necessity  of 
niaintaining  water  supplies,  not  only  for  the  fishing  industry  but  also  for 
fighting  forest  fires.  Working  with  engineers  of  Ducks  Unlimited  and  the 
Water  Resources  Office,  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests'  officials  chart 
those  areas  where  funds  can  be  spent  to  the  best  advantage.  This  co-opera- 
tive effort  has  produced  tangible  and  valuable  results.  # 


(Ducks  Unlimited  Photographs) 

Teal  brood  above  a  concrete  dam  of  the  A  rock  and  timber  dam  under  construction  at  Lac  La  An  aerial  view  of  the  Lake  Coleman  project  near 
Lake    La    Glace    project   near    Grande      Nonne,  50  miles  north  west  from  Edmonton.  Hanna.     The  Province  and  Ducks  Unlimited  shared 

Prairie.  the  cost  of  this  and  other  projects. 
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APPROXIMATE  ROUTE 
OF  NEW  HIGHWAY 


Some  of  the  work  being  done  on  the  Whitecourt-Valleyview  road  survey  project  and  a  map  of  the  area  through  which  the  proposed  road  will  travel  are 
shown  in  these  three  illustrations.  In  the  left  photograph  Roy  Hauser,  (left),  of  Hilda,  and  Mike  Nimeth,  Lethbridge,  two  members  of  the  survey  party  are 
shown  at  work  in  deep  brush.  The  central  illustration  shows  the  route  of  the  proposed  highway  and  the  position  of  the  survey  crews  and  bus  clearing  camps. 
The  third  photograph  shows  a  bulldozer  clearing  trees  and  undergrowth  from  the  route  of  the  proposed  highway.  (Alberta  Government  Photographs) 


Whitecourt-Valleyview  Road  Project 

Northern  Cuf-off  Considered  For  Many  Years  Now  Is  Being  Surveyed  By  Two  Parties 
Cold,  Rugged  Country,  Accidents  Fail  To  Slow  Down  Work 
Of  Public  Works  Department  Crews  In  Wilderness. 


Temperatures,  which  at  times  have  plunged  below  50  degrees  below  zero, 
prowling  wolves  and  bears  and  the  hardships  of  surveying  a  road  in  a  track- 
less wilderness  known  only  to  a  few  trappers  and  timber  cruisers  have  failed 
to  deter  the  progress  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  survey  crews  in 
laying  the  line  of  the  proposed  Whitecourt-Valleyview  road  to  a  point  31  miles 
west  of  Whitecourt. 

This  road  has  been  considered  for  many  years.    J.  H.  Johnston, 
 new  Chief  JVlaintenance  Engineer  for  the  Province,  spent  two  winter 


months  exploring  this  unknown  wilderness  by  pack  team  and  snow- 
shoe  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  a  short  highway  link  between 
Edmonton  and  the  Peace  River  country.    That  was  in  1926-27. 

In  1937,  another  group  of  engineers  forced  its  way  through  virgin  coun- 
try to  survey  a  line  as  far  as  65  miles  north  of  Whitecourt  to  meet  another 
survey  party  driving  south  from  Valleyview. 

Area  Viewed  From  Helicopter 

When  it  was  decided  in  1950  to  start  construction  of  such  a  highway,  A. 
P'rame,  Highway  Commissioner  and  A.  M.  Paull,  Chief  Construction  Engineer, 
using  a  helicopter,  reviewed  the  whole  area  including  Snipe  Lake  area,  in 
order  to  find  proper  bridge  sites  to  cross  the  Athabasca  River  and  to  find  a 
good  general  location  for  such  a  highway.  Work  on  the  survey  actually  began 
in  October  with  two  survey  crews.  Oae  crew  working  south  east  from  Valley- 
view  through  previously  surveyed  country  and  following  an  old  survey  line, 
has  penetrated  approximately  28  miles  of  country.  The  other  crew,  moving 
at  the  rate  of  about  4,000  feet  a  day  along  the  previously  surveyed  road,  has 
moved  31  miles  towards  its  junction  with  the  Valleyview  crew  near  losegun 
Lake  or  Hash  Lake,  which  is  approximately  55  miles  from  Whitecourt. 

Because  the  spring  thaw  makes  ground  movement  almost  impossible 
after  March,  the  survey  crews  will  have  to  halt  work  until  the  summer  months, 
when  work  will  resume. 

A  Tough  Job 

Surveying  this  area  has  been  especially  difficult  because  of  the  dense 
brush,  the  lack  of  previous  surveys  to  act  as  a  guide  and  the  rugged  working 
and  living  conditions  which  always  can  be  expected  in  this  type  of  country. 

Three  or  four  lines  were  run  across  the  Athabasca  River  around  White- 
court  to  determine  a  good  bridge  site.  However,  the  actual  point  at  which 
the  proposed  highway  will  cross  the  Athabasca  has  not  been  determined. 
Following  on  the  heels  of  the  reconnaissance  party  which  forces  its  way 
through  the  bush  behind  the  swinging  axes  of  two  axemen  and  the  relentless 
blades  of  the  two  bulldozers,  comes  the  survey  crew. 

Surveying  Technique 

So  that  such  a  line  may  be  plotted  exactly  and  the  position  and  direction 
of  travel  of  the  survey  party  may  be  established,  an  instrument  known  as  a 
transit  is  used.  This  transit  is  set  up  exactly  over  the  known  point  by  means 
of  a  suspended  plumb  bob.  The  transit  is  then  brought  to  an  exact  level  and 
set  on  its  last  position.  By  revolving  the  instrument  to  centre  on  a  hub 
further  up  the  line,  an  exact  angle  between  these  three  points  is  obtained. 
The  distance  between  these  hubs  is  measured  by  chainmen  who  drag  a  chain 
100  feet  long  over  the  proposed  road  and  drive  in  a  stake  at  each  100  feet. 
When  the  distance  between  these  hubs  is  measured,  the  transit  is  moved  ahead 


to  the  next  survey  position.  Following  the  transit  party  comes  the  levelling 
party  taking  the  elevations  along  the  entire  road.  The  instrument  man  notes 
all  these  elevations  together  with  notes  on  the  surrounding  timber,  type  of 
ground  and  any  other  data  at  each  position. 

According  to  information  gathered  by  the  surveyors,  the  route  of  the 
highway  is  over  relatively  good  ground.  Very  little  muskeg  has  been  en- 
countered on  the  route. 

Work  In  Fifty  Below  Weather 

When  the  snow  began  to  pile  up  in  the  woods,  the  men  took  to  snow 
shoes  to  forge  their  way  ahead  and  at  times  worked  in  temperatures  low 
enough  to  coagulate  the  diesel  fuel  of  the  bulldozers,  which  becomes  too  thick 
for  movement  at  temperatures  of  50  degrees  below  zero. 

There  were  frequent  incidents  which  slowed  down  the  party's  work.  Once, 
three  of  the  survey  crew  were  burned  by  gasoline  which  accidently  ignited. 
Later  when  milder  weather  came  in  February,  sometimes  half  the  crew  were 
in  their  bunks  with  colds.  Wolves  and  bears,  including  several  identified 
as  grizzlies,  prowled  their  camps  but  did  not  attack  any  crew  members. 

Meanwhile,  brushing  had  started  along  the  proposed  highway  route  and 
between  December  1  and  February  24,  the  brushing  crew  of  16  men  and  five 
"cats"  cleared  more  than  18  miles  of  bush. 

Life  At  Brush  Clearing  Camp 

Life  at  Chickadee  Creek  camp,  which  is  home  for  the  brush  clearing  crew 
and  its  foreman,  Mike  Craig,  is  reasonably  pleasant.  The  camp,  established 
December  4  after  the  first  camp  at  Eagle  Creek  had  been  abandoned,  is 
nestled  in  the  attractive  Chickadee  Creek  valley,  18  miles  from  Whitecourt. 
Food  at  the  camp,  as  prepared  by  Percy  McKinnon  the  cook,  is  excellent. 
Oven-baked  biscuits  and  rolls,  good  pies  and  other  well-cooked  meals  are 
served  to  the  hungry  men. 

Road  May  Be  110  Miles  Long 

The  proposed  highway  on  which  the  crews  are  working  will  run  from 
Whitecourt  along  the  Athabasca  River,  then  in  a  north-westerly  direction 
to  Valleyview,  a  probable  road  distance  of  approximately  110  miles,  or  pass 
through  Snipe  Lake.  At  the  moment,  specifications  for  the  proposed  highway 
call  for  200  feet  of  right-of-way  with  a  highway  surface  of  36  feet  in  width. 

The  road  will  offer  a  short  route  from  Edmonton  to  the  Peace  River 
Valley.  Through  it  the  economy  of  the  Peace  River  area  and  the  life  of  its 
residents  will  be  linked  more  closely  with  the  economy  of  the  rest  of  the 
Province. 

Good  Farming  Land  and  Pulpwood  in  Area 

In  the  area  which  the  road  will  transverse  there  is  much  good  farming 
land  as  well  as  many  acres  of  burnt  over  timber,  a  preferred  source  of  pulp- 
wood.   These  potentialities  will  be  realized  when  a  road  leads  into  the  area. 

The  proposed  route,  being  on  a  direct  line  between  Grande  Prairie  and 
Edmonton,  would  help  air  travel  between  these  two  points.  The  spacing  of 
emergency  landing  strips  and  road  access  to  these  strips  by  means  of  the 
proposed  highway,  will  give  travellers  in  light  private  planes  a  greater  feeling 
of  security.  The  route,  which  would  provide  a  shorter  link  between  Edmonton 
and  the  Alaska  Highway,  would  be  of  great  strategic  importance  for  military 
traffic.  • 
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Conservation  Board  Chairman 

Once  BanJ^er  and  Broiler .. 

{This  is  the  ninth  of  a  series  of  portrait  articles  on  members  of  the 
Alberta  Government  Public  Service.  It  is  felt  that  to  know  members  of  the 
service  is  to  know  something  more  of  the  Government  Services  provided  for 
the  public.  Mr.  McKinnon  is  one  of  many  hundred  Civil  Servants  who  have 
made  the  Public  Service  their  career.) 

One  of  the  busiest  officials  of  the  Government  of  Alberta  is  I.  N.  Mc- 
Kinnon, Deputy  Minister  of  the  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Chairman 
of  the  Alberta  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Conservation  Board,  and  Chairman 
of  the  Inter  Provincial  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Committee. 

Mr.  McKinnon  has  been  Deputy  Minister  of  Mines  and  Minerals 
since  April  1,  1949,  when  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Mines  was 
divided  into  the  two  departments  of  Lands  and  Forests  and  Mines  and 
Minerals.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas 
Conservation  Board  since  February,  1948,  and  was  made  Chairman  of 
the  inter  Provincial  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Committee  in  Septem- 
ber, 1948,  when  the  committee  was  set  up  at  a  conference  of  provincial 
mines  ministers  at  Jasper. 

Chief  Administrative  Officer 
As  Deputy  Minister  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Mr.  McKinnon  is  the  chief 
administrative  officer  of  that  department.    As  chairman  of  the  Petroleum 
and  Natural  Gas  Conservation  Board,  he  is  the  executive  officer  of  that 
board. 

The  board  regulates  all  drilling  operations  in  the  Province  and  controls 
production  with  a  vievi^  to  obtaining  the  greatest  economic  recovery  of  oil 
and  gas  from  Alberta's  reservoirs  and  eliminating  waste. 

Before  deciding  any  important  issues  the  board  holds  hearings  to  give 
members  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry  and  other  interested  parties  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  views. 

Born  in  Scotland 

Mr.  McKinnon  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  came  to  Canada 
when  he  was  17.  He  graduated  from  George  Watson's  Boys'  College,  Edin- 
burgh and  in  1923  entered  the  service  of  the  Dominion  Bank  at  Calgary. 

He  joined  the  Alberta  Civil  Service  in  December  1930,  after  seven  years 
of  experience  in  banking  and  brokerage  work.  He  was  assigned  in  February 
1&32,  to  the  Provincial  Department  of  Lands  and  Mines  which  was  created 
October  1,  1930,  when  the  natural  resources  of  the  Province  were  changed 


I.  N.  McKINNON 


from  federal  to  provincial  control.  In  March,  1931.  he  was  promoted  to 
assistant  accountant  of  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Mines. 

Served  in  R.C.A.F. 
Mr.  McKinnon  was  promoted  to  accountant  of  the  department  in  July, 
1933,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  April,  1940,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
R.C.A.F.  as  a  supply  officer.  After  service  on  Canada's  west  coast  and  at 
Ottawa,  where  he  was  Deputy  Director  of  Aircraft  Procurement,  he  went 
overseas  in  1944  with  the  rank  of  Wing  Commander.  He  was  made  a  Member 
of  the  British  Empire  for  his  R.C.A.F.  services  and  in  January,  1946  returned 
to  civilian  life. 

He  was  appointed  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  of  the  Department  of  Lands 
and  Mines  in  October,  1946,  and  became  Deputy  Minister  oi  tHe  riewTy-created 
Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals  in  1949.  9 


Anti-Rat  Campaign  Speeded 

In  Alberta  Municipalities 

Under  the  slogan  of  "KROOA" —  a  catch  word  formed  from  the  first 
letters  of  the  phrase  "Keep  Rats  Out  of  Alberta" — the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture is  organizing  a  campaign  to  repel  a  threatened  rat  invasion  of  Alberta. 

The  defence  against  rats  at  this  stage  is  proper  organization  and 
knowledge  of  the  damage  rats  can  do.    Only  one  live  rat  has  been 
reported  and  identified  in  Alberta  since  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
took  over  on  September  1,  1950,  the  responsibility  of  directing  the 
fight  against  the  movement  of  rats  into  the  Province.  Currently 
the  provincial  rat  control  program  is  solely  a  preventive  one. 
However,  rats  provide  a  definite  threat  to  Alberta.   Last  summer  a  colony 
of  rats  was  found  living  on  a  farm  near  Alsask  and  quickly  destroyed.  This 
was  the  first  evidence  in  the  history  of  Alberta  of  a  colony  of  rats  establishing 
itself  in  the  Province. 

A  number  of  rat  colonies  already  have  been  established  in  Saskatchewan 
on  the  eastern  boundary  of  that  province.  These  colonies  are  the  forward 
outposts  of  a  large  and  destructive  army  of  rats  which  are  moving  north-west 
towards  Alberta  at  a  rate  of  about  five  miles  a  year.  There  is  also  the  pos- 
sibility of  rats  coming  into  the  Province  on  freight  trains,  and  trucks  from 
rat-infested  areas. 

The  first  legislative  measures  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  rats 
in  Alberta  was  taken  when  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  declared  the  rat  a 
pest  under  the  Agricultural  Pests  Act  of  Alberta,  an  act  administered  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Government  policy  is  to  take  appropriate  and  effective  measures  to  pre- 
vent the  movement  of  rats  into  Alberta  and  wipe  out  any  that  might  appear 
in  the  Province.  Such  measures  cannot  succeed  without  the  co-ordinated 
assistance  of  local  governments  and  the  people  of  Alberta. 

The  pest  control  officers  are  the  basis  of  the  anti-rat  program.  These 
officers  are  appointed  by  their  municipalities,  villages,  towns,  cities  or  other 
local  governments  and  will  supervise  and  apply  rat  control  measures  with 
advice  from  the  local  district  agriculturist.  Currently  there  are  110  pest 
control  officers  appointed  in  Alberta  and  others  are  being  appointed.  0 


Alberta  Quiz 

(The  object  of  "Alberta  Quiz",  which  continues  in  this  issue  of  Within 
Our  Borders,  is  to  bring  concise  and  exact  information  concerning  Alberta, 
and  Alberta  government  services  to  the  readers  of  this  publication.  It  is  hoped 
readers  ivill  enjoy  a  guess  at  the  right  answers  and  at  the  same  time  increase 
their  store  of  information  on  their  own  Province). 

1.  How  many  clinics  are  maintained  in  Alberta  for  the  free  diagnosis 
of  tuberculosis? 

(a)    Three      (b)Ten      (c)  Five. 

2.  How  much  money  was  loaned  to  the  people  of  Alberta  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Treasury  Branches  in  1950? 

(a)    $850,232       (b)    $3,040,645       (c)  $10,576,286. 

3.  How  much  did  Alberta  farmers  receive  during  1950  from  the  Alberta 
Hail  Insurance  Board  for  hail  damage  to  their  crops? 

(a)    $1,240,459       (b)    $784,596       (c)  $232,134. 

{Any  readers  of  Within  Our  Borders  who  have  questions  of  their  own 
concerning  Alberta  government  services  are  invited  to  forward  them  to  The 
Editor,  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton,  Alberta.  Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  include  the  question  with  the  right  answer  in  "Alberta 
Quiz"  as  soon  as  possible  following  receipt  of  the  question.) 

WERE  YOU  RIGHT? 

1.  The  Province  maintains  three  clinics  for  free  tuberculosis  diagnosis 
at  the  Central  Alberta  Sanatorium  and  the  City  Health  Department, 
Calgary,  and  the  Edmonton  General  Hospital,  (a)  is  correct. 

2.  Provincial  Treasury  Branches,  owned  and  operated  by  the  Province, 
loaned  a  total  of  $10,576,286  in  1950.   (c)  is  correct. 

3.  The  Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Board  paid  out  $784,596  in  hail  claims 
during  1950  so  (b)  is  the  correct  answer. 


'hiniti-iw-/'  'Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 

j^-fe      of  the  Province  with  the  administration   and   services   of   the  Alberta  Gov- 
ernment.     It  is  distributed  free  of  charge. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the  Government  will  be 
effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known  and  used. 
Any   material   used   is    for   immediate   republication.      Correspondence   should  be 
addressed  to  "Within  Our  Borders",  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


Winter  Road  Survey  Photographs 


Maintenance  work  on  mechanical  equipment  is  carried 
on  despite  sub-zero  weather.  This  bulldozer  is  being 
repaired  in  the  field  with  the  help  of  a  portable  heater, 
whose  canvas  pipes  transmit  heat  to  the  tractor's  engine. 


A  portion  of  the  cleared  land  over  which 
the  proposed  Whitecourt-Valleyview  road 
will  run  is  shown  here  after  a  brush  clear- 
ing crew  had  cut  the  clearing  from  dense 
wooded  country.  The  brush  clearing  crew 
follows  behind  the  survey  party. 


The  men  lose  no  time  in  coming  to  the  cook- 
house when  the  triangle  gong  is  sounded. 


Mike  Craig,  foreman  of  the  bush  clearing  camp 
working  from  Whitecourt. 


Winter  No  Obstacle 
To  Public  Works 

A  Within  Our  Borders  writer-photographer 
team  recently  visited  the  work  in  progress  on 
the  Whitecourt-Valleyview  road.  They  found 
a  survey  crew  working  in  wilderness  about 
28  miles  from  Whitecourt  while  brush  clearing 
crews  followed  behind  the  line  of  survey. 

The  cold  weather  and  difficult  country  pro- 
vided working  and  living  conditions  similar 
to  those  found  at  other  construction  camps  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  during  the 
winter. 

The  men  leave  their  camp  at  first  light  to 
travel  to  the  areas  in  which  they  are  working. 
At  noon  they  return  for  a  quick  but  sustaining 
dinner  but  are  back  at  work  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  take  advantage  of  available  hours  of 
daylight.  Supper  is  at  six  o'clock  and  then 
the  men  retire  to  their  wooden  trailers. 

Living  in  the  open  gives  the  men  hearty 
appetites  and  no  member  of  any  crew  is  more 
popular  than  a  good  cook.  Fresh  meat,  lots 
of  vegetables,  pie,  cake,  rolls  and  buns  allow 
variety  in  the  meals. 

The  men  shown  on  this  page  are  doing  work 
typical  of  that  encountered  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  during  its  road-building  pro- 
gram. That  work  continues  throughout  the 
winter  despite  low  temperatures,  deep  snow, 
frequent  mechanical  breakdowns  and  other 
difficulties. 


Mrs.  Mike  Craig  helps  her  daughter,  Fredene,  10 
years  old,  with  her  correspondence  school  lessons. 
Mrs.  Craig  and  her  daughter  live  with  Mr.  Craig  in 
a  trailer  at  the  brush  clearing  camp,  18  miles 
from  Whitecourt. 


Earl  M.  Danchuk,  foreman  of  the  survey  crews, 
works  on  maps  every  night  in  his  trailer. 


Cook  Percy  McKinnon  delights 
the  workers  with  lemon  meringue 
pies  like  these. 


(Alberta  Government  Photographs) 
Good  food  and  plenty  of  it  is  the  rule  in  public  works  camps 
during  the  winter  and  the  table  at  the  brush  clearing  camp 
is  no  exception. 


